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Founding Quotes 

 

Directions: Now that you have selected your Value and Principle of Democracy make a connection with one of 

the founding documents.   

 

Step 1: Read through the quotes to identify one that is aligned with your Values & Principles.  Make sure this is 

also aligned with the selected contemporary issues. 

Quote: 

 
 

Step 2:  In written format define the meaning of the quote.  Next, describe how the value and principles of 

democracy is aligned with the quote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Historical Quotes 

Magna Carta (1215) English Bill of Rights (1689) The Declaration of 

Independence (1776) 

 Barons (noblemen) may elect 

representatives who must 

follow the law just like 

everyone else 

 No scutage or aid (i.e.tax) 

shall be levied except by 

common counsel (consent) 

 No bailiff shall put anyone on 

trial by his own unsupported 

allegation, without bringing 

credible witnesses to the 

charge. 

 To no one shall we sell, delay 

or deny right or justice. 

 No free man shall be taken or 

imprisoned except by the 

lawful judgment of his peers 

or by the law of the land. 

 That the pretended power of 

suspending the laws or the 

execution of laws by regal 

authority without consent of 

Parliament is illegal; 

 That it is the right of the 

subjects to petition the king, 

and all commitments and 

prosecutions for such 

petitioning are illegal; 

 That the raising or keeping a 

standing army within the 

kingdom in time of peace, 

unless it be with consent of 

Parliament, is against law; 

 That levying money for or to the 

use of the Crown by pretense of 

prerogative, without grant of 

Parliament, for longer time, or in 

other manner than the same is or 

shall be granted, is illegal; 

 That election of members of 

Parliament ought to be free; 

 We hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all men are 

created equal.  

 They are endowed by their 

Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights. 

 Governments are instituted 

among Men, deriving their 

just powers from the consent 

of the governed. 

 It is the Right of the People to 

alter or to abolish it. 

 For imposing taxes on us 

without our consent. 

 For depriving us in many 

cases, of the benefits of Trial 

by Jury. 

 

 


